
© 2018 BMW Motorrad USA.  All Rights Reserved.  A division of BMW of North America, LLC                           April, 2018 
  

The R 1200 RT-P  
 

Still Your Best Long-Term Value! 
 

 

 
 

 

BMW continues class-leading balanced performance. 
 

 Operates on Regular Fuel with outstanding fuel economy resulting in dramatically lower 
operating costs. 

 Standard ABS Pro (MY18) provides ABS braking in corners! 
 High-capacity alternator with 34 Ah of charging power at idle! 
 Optimized fairing & windshield for greater comfort - no engine heat to fatigue riders. 
 Lower-maintenance air / water-cooled engine, transmission and drive line. 
 Easy-access multi-plate self-energizing wet clutch. 
 Handlebar controls and police switches provide more functions as standard equipment. 
 State-of-the-art emergency light system with alley & take-down lights plus wig-wag 

headlight. 
 Electronic radio box lid release & optional keyless ignition. 
 Electronic cruise control operational even at parade speeds. 
 Standard emergency light, siren, PTT & PTPA handlebar switches. 
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The R 1200 RT-P 
 

In 2015 BMW developed a completely new 
version of the R 1200 RT-P.  The new RT-P 
gains the fabulous new boxer air / water-
cooled engine producing 125 bhp and 92 lb/ft 
of torque.  The easily accessible self-
energized multi-plate wet clutch has reduced 
lever pull with a wide ñgreyò area.  The new 
clutch system can now be changed in about 
an hour, accessible from the front of the 
engine case, thereby minimizing periodic 
maintenance costs.  The new low-
maintenance engine utilizes a single spark 
plug per cylinder, combined engine-gearbox 
lubrication, keeping operational costs to a 
minimum.  New e-gas electronic throttle 
control provides precise throttle 
management, reduced throttle twist rotation 
to 70 degrees with no wear or adjustment 
needed due to electronic throttle actuator 
system. 

 
The BMW emergency lighting system provides four times the forward intensity of the prior model, focused in the primary 
zone where motorists are most likely to left turn / pull-out in your path (pattern shows most intense area).  Enclosed take-
down lights and alley lights provide exceptional illumination plus an alternating wig-wag function to maximize visibility. 
 
Integration is further enhanced with the rear light module, which combines all of the lighting system components 
previously mounted on the rear of the police motor together in an easily-accessible controller module.   
 

¶ Rear and rear-side facing emergency 
lights provide greater intensity than the 
previous double-stacked units.   

¶ New high-mount rear-facing auxiliary 
brake & tail lights enhance visibility for 
approaching vehicles.   

¶ Side-facing auxiliary turn signals add 
visibility when changing lanes while 
passing vehicles.  

¶ Fully-integrated rear ID lights in blue or 
red keep license plate area uncluttered.  

¶ Motion activated saddlebag lights 
provide visibility in bags at night / low light 
environments. 
 

The R 1200 RT-P 
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The R 1200 RT-P provides the most modern, 

integrated lighting system available on a police 

motor.  The auxiliary rear emergency light unit 

provides high-intensity visibility in all situations, 

plus provides additional benefit if the radio box lid 

is opened during the violator stop.   

The auxiliary rear emergency light unit is mounted 

to the optimally grounded radio antenna mounting 

bracket (standard equipment), which is suitable 

for any radio frequency from 40 MHz to 800+ 

MHz.   

Numerous accessories are available for the RT-P 

from a map light, flashlight / baton holders, to M4 

combat assault rifle or shotgun mount.  An 

extensive assortment of mountings for common 

equipment required on motors including moving 

radar, radar / Lidar guns and video system 

integration mounts are also available. 

 

New Handlebar Switch Assemblies   

¶ Emergency light & siren switch has 

been relocated for optimal access.  A touch of 

the switch activates lighting and siren system. 

¶ Emergency lights now offer two program 

pattern switching modes. 

¶ Siren has been programmed for quick 

switch response for ñchirpò activation as well as 

wail, yelp, hyper-yelp and air horn. 

¶ Radio speaker mute switch function now 

standard.  

 

Full-color TFT dashboard provides a wealth of information to 

rider via the thumb-wheel control.  Dashboard angle is 

adjustable to eliminate glare for officers of any height. 

Integrated radio head and map light mounting is standard 

equipment on the new R 1200 RT-P, thereby facilitating quick 

yet secure installation of the radio control head.  Combined with 

the standard radio antenna mounting at the rear, the RT-P is 

ready for any police radio installation without purchasing extra 

mounts.   

The mounting will also facilitate the tandem mounting of a police 

video system display / control head while retaining easy access 

to the ignition switch.  
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The R 1200 RT-P 
 

The R 1200 RT-P sets the standard for electrical 

power management while providing fast and 

efficient connection of police equipment.  The 

GMSF (Body Controller authority) controls all 

special authority circuit outputs and charging of 

the auxiliary battery.  There is no need for fuses, 

the GMSF monitors and protects outputs, 

controlling circuits for all police accessories:  

¶ Gun Lock (6A) 

¶ Radio (15A) 

¶ Auxiliary LED Emergency Lights 

¶ LED Flasher Connection (10A + 6A) 

¶ Helmet Headset Interface (2A) 

¶ Lighter Socket (6A) 

¶ Accessory I   (2A) 

¶ Accessory II  (2A) 

¶ Accessory III (2A) 

¶ Fairing Radio Speakers 

¶ Radar Connection (6A) 

The radio box on the R 1200 RT-P features an electronic 

release, eliminating the need for a key to open the box.  The 

Body Controller authority and auxiliary battery are located 

under the radio box for optimal protection and interference 

suppression (average police radio chassis illustrated in radio 

box).  The GMSF controls all accessory outputs and limits the 

time each output is powered after ignition-off.  When each 

output is switched off, no parasitic loads are possible.  The 

GMSF also monitors battery condition and systematically 

shuts-down accessory outputs to ensure the auxiliary battery 

cannot be flattened / damaged.  At an average of $1.50 a 

minute, installation labor for radios and accessories can be 

greatly reduced which significantly lowers your overall police 

motor preparation costs. 

 

 

Saddlebag illumination is another feature for 

the R 1200 RT-P.  Two LEDs are precisely 

focused to illuminate the inside of the police 

saddlebag.  Actuation is simple é wave your 

hand by the light and a proximity sensor will 

turn-on both saddlebag lights for 15 seconds, 

then automatically turn them off!  If you need 

the light for a longer period, wave your hand 

again and you get another 15 seconds of 

illumination.  A cool yet extremely practical 

feature when loading / unloading at night, in 

low light conditions, parking garages, etc.  



© 2018 BMW Motorrad USA.  All Rights Reserved.  A division of BMW of North America, LLC                           April, 2018 
  

The R 1200 RT-P 
 

Your Best Long-Term Value! 
 

BMW Police Motors are being utilized by 
more than 550 agencies in the US, 
including the three largest US fleets 
operated by the California Highway Patrol, 
Los Angeles Police Department and Los 
Angeles Sheriffôs Department.  BMW has 
always focused on providing the best 
police motor with the features that 
agencies want and use.  BMW police 
motors are supplied with a much higher 
level of standard equipment than our 
competitors, which is why you need to look 
carefully at what features you specify in 
your RFQôs when comparing price and 
value.  No police motor sold today has a 
higher level of standard equipment than 
the BMW é you have told us what you 
use and need é and BMW supplies it!  
This means significantly lower up-fitting 
costs as well as greater utilization and 
reliability for your agency. 
 
 
 
 
 

Added Value from BMW R 1200 RT-P Motors: 
 
-Standard:  Partial-integral ABS braking system with independent rear wheel brake control and traction control and for  
       MY18 ABS Pro, enabling ABS functions while cornering! 
-Standard:  From MY17 forward, you can now use fuels as low as 87 AKI é regular gas saving thousands of dollars! 
-Standard:  Electronic lock-release integrated radio box with wiring ports, ground plate and antenna mount. 
-Standard:  Police-specific top-opening saddlebags with glove-friendly latch and optional work bag liner. 
-Standard:  Linked dual 16 Ah maintenance-free batteries with 10 separately-monitored equipment circuits. 
-Standard:  Wind tunnel optimized full fairing providing superior air management / comfort with no engine heat on rider. 
-Standard:  Four-way emergency flashers as well as two-way rear flashers, blue ID lights. 
-Standard:  Central stand allowing easier maintenance such as tire changes, cleaning, etc. 
-Standard:  All lights ñoffò switch with dimmable dashboard information display. 
-Standard:  Cruise lights for dimmed front and rear emergency light steady illumination. 
-Standard:  Wig-wag headlight function when emergency lights are activated (three selectable frequencies or off). 
-Standard:  Alley light switch enables independent illumination of L or R front side LED alley lights. 
-Standard:  Integrated fairing-mounted speakers for radio & radar, pre-wired inside radio box w/speaker mute switch. 
-Standard:  GMSF managed electrical power connection bus inside radio box for all common equipment connections. 
-Standard:  Accurate digital police speedometer with pace-lock display. 
-Standard:  Three-tone BMW 120 dB twin-speaker siren system with wail/yelp/hyper-yelp, air horn and public address. 
-Standard:  Cutting-edge BMW/Code 3 LED emergency lighting system with LIN-bus control. 
-Standard:  Electrically-adjustable windshield, adjustable seat height, adjustable brake, clutch & shift lever. 
-Standard:  Full radio interference suppression system with optimized radio antenna and control head mount. 
-Standard:  Gun lock release handlebar switch and pre-wired harness for lock. 
-Standard:  Corrosion-resistant stainless steel front and rear protection bar system. 
-Standard:  Pre-wired moving radar connection (VSS, battery+, switched power +, ground) 
-Standard:  Pre-wired constant and switched-power circuits for computers, printers or video systems. 
-Standard:  Side stand holds motorcycle on grades up to 9% without locking mechanism (park in gear for steeper grades). 
-Standard:  The largest fuel tank (6.6 gal) with dramatically better fuel economy and range Ó300 miles. 
-Standard:  The longest service intervals (6,000 miles) for oil change / maintenance. 
-Standard:  The most comprehensive warranty covering all BMW supplied equipment, not just the motorcycle, 
                    enables your authorized BMW dealer to keep your motors on the road with less down-time. 
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Optional Value from BMW R 1200 RT-P Motors: 
 
BMW provides the most comprehensive assortment of options specifically designed for BMW motors, from simple map 
lights to electric locking assault rifle mounts.  BMW designs these options to enable agencies to professionally mount the 
specialized equipment that we know you need and use, enabling everything to work properly.  Additionally, these specially 
designed mounts greatly reduce the installation time over ñuniversalò mounts (universal means it doesnôt fit anything 
properly), making the final package more affordable.  All options are warranted by BMW to fit and function properly!  A 
detailed listing of available options is in this information sheet. 
 
Many recent entrants to the police motor arena have made claims of being much less expensive, but when the bidding is 
over and the dust settles, those motors are usually similar in price or even more expensive than the BMW with far less 
standard equipment and higher operating costs!  Donôt be fooled by the newcomers! 
 

New standard features on every R 1200 RT-P:  (standard for stock units) 
 

¶ With MY17 forward (EU-4) are now certified for use with octane as low as 87 AKI regular fuel. 

¶ Heated seat and heated handlebar grips (new 5-level adjustment for heat settings) 

¶ BMW ABS with Traction Control and ABS Pro enabling ABS in corners 

¶ Tire Pressure Monitoring 

¶ Electronic Cruise Control (controls down to 9 mph) 

¶ Weather Protection: provide rain, wind and heat protection to rider / keeps motor clean 

¶ Rider Information Display including system voltage, ambient temperature, etc. 
 

New factory options available at additional cost:  (special order units only) 
 

¶ Dynamic ESA ï monitors road dynamics and automatically adjusts suspension to current road conditions 

¶ Gear Shift Assist Pro ï enables up and down shifting without clutch once motor is moving in 1st gear 

¶ GPS Preparation ï special dashboard pre-wired for BMW Navigator V GPS 

¶ Dynamic Package ï special price package that contains Headlight Pro, Hill-Start Control and Ride Modes Pro.  
Headlight Pro provides corona ring lighting, Hill Start holds brake on up or down hill until clutch is engages, Ride 
Modes Pro provides ñDynamicò ride mode for maximum vehicle performance and response. 

¶ Chrome Exhaust ï beautify your ride 

¶ Additional Fog Lights ï provides low level lighting for fog / alternatively flashes with headlight flasher during 
daytime operation of emergency lights 

¶ Fire Extinguisher ï 1 KG dry powder fire extinguisher for emergency use 

¶ High Seat Heated ï no charge high seat option 

¶ Low Seat Heated ï no charge low seat option 
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How Important is Fuel Economy?                      
 
The long-term operational fuel cost for 
motors is an item seldom noted in most 
bids.  BMW has recognized that most 
agencies have 87 AKI fuel in agency 
pumps at a cost substantially less than fuel 
motors purchase on the street. 
 
BMW has tuned the engine on the MY17Ÿ 
R 1200 RT-P to operate on fuel with 
octane rates as low as 87 AKI, which 
provides tremendous savings to agencies 
over purchasing premium fuel at local gas 
stations.  The chart on the right illustrates 
the potential cost savings. 
 
Often, motor purchases are decided with 
minimal differences in price without 
consideration to the effect of operational 
cost, yet these costs can dwarf the 
variance between competing bids.  Fuel 
cost is one more reason why BMW Police 
Motors are the best long-term value for 
your agency.  
 
* Price of regular fuel, purchased by LAPD in bulk 7/2017 
Retail fuel prices based on LA Times published 7/13/2017 
¹  MPG based on 2017 LASD test results for MY17 BMW  
   R 1200 RT-P and H-D FLHTP - your results may vary 
² H-D FLHTP only rated for premium fuel based on MY17 
   H-D Owner's Manual 

      

 
BMW provides service maintenance training classes at our Ontario, CA BMW 
Training Center free-of-charge to the agency.   
 
This class is specifically tailored to agency technicians who wish to fully maintain the motor as well as perform 
supplementary work such tire changes, clutch replacement, etc.  BMW also offers training on the BMW ISPI diagnostic 
tester system for agencies with larger fleets that can justify the acquisition of a diagnostic tester.  The training enrollment 
form can be found under the training tab on the BMW Police Motors website at www.bmwmc.net . 
 
 

Contact Information: 
BMW Motorrad USA 
 

Keith Wilson, Natôl Authority & Fleet Sales Manager 
Keith.Wilson@bmwna.com é.(248-472-6786 Cell) 
 

Frank Stevens, Authority Program Manager - East 
frstevens59@gmail.com          (201-264-8365 Cell) 
 

John Steele, Authority Representative ï Central 
(Retired LASD Motor Sergeant) 
N6ms@mac.com                     (909-732-3140 Cell) 
 

Don Biava, Authority Representative ï West 
(Retired California Highway Patrol) 
dabiava@aol.com                      (916-396-6665 Cell) 
 

BMW Police Motors Website 

www.bmwmc.net   

Michigan State Police receiving indoctrination training 
from Dick Rothermel 

http://www.bmwmc.net/
mailto:Keith.Wilson@bmwna.com
mailto:frstevens59@gmail.com
mailto:N6ms@mac.com
mailto:dabiava@aol.com
http://www.bmwmc.net/

